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rather than a more distant regional center. Thus, successful regionalization (or categorization-plus-regionalization) requires cooperation and collaboration across a wide set of professional, public, and policymaking entities— more so, perhaps, than for action involving equipment, guidelines and protocols, or medical control. It calls also for mobilizing the political will to create a system based on a reasoned assessment of needs and capabilities, not one that is based exclusively on "self-naming."
Finally, the scarcity of pediatric resources and experience make regionalization more critical in pediatrics than in many other areas of medicine. Even pediatricians well trained in taking care of many acute and critical situations can experience, with time and lack of exposure, erosion in critical care skills; this problem may be compounded by lack of resources and experience among other physicians, nurses, or support personnel at the hospital level. Although good undergraduate and graduate training and continuing education efforts for all emergency care providers may ameliorate some of these problems (as discussed in Chapter 4), the solution to providing definitive care for pediatric emergency patients may always He more with regionalization.
Interstate Issues
Because some geographic areas do not have reasonable access to children's hospitals or PICU resources within their own state, natural referral patterns may cross state lines; this situation makes it necessary to consider issues of interstate coordination and cooperation if emergency medical care for children is to be successfully regionalized.7 Interstate issues also arise for metropolitan areas that serve more than one state. In some cases, interested parties may be able to develop official agreements under the auspices of state or local government agencies. In other cases, contractual or informal relationships develop between referral centers and community hospitals and EMS systems. The stability of both official and informal arrangements depends on meeting the needs of all groups involved and on addressing several key issues.
Coordination of Professional, Legal, and Regulatory Requirements Neighboring states often differ in such matters as certification and licensing requirements for institutions or practitioners, procedures that providers are authorized to perform, and guidelines for triage. In working out interstate transfer or other arrangements, states must address these differences to ensure that consistent and acceptable levels of care are rendered and that providers do not face liability risks from differences in practice standards. The liability risks for interstate transport services must also be addressed.
At some level of complexity in working out interstate arrangements, ato the closest hospital. In some cases that decision may reflect parents' desires to have a child taken to a familiar local hospitalicies that will help triage nurses of physiologic derangement, penetrating truncal injuries or ... more than a trivialures, for instance, bag-valve-mask ventilation and peripheral and central venous cannulation. Professions Commission, for example, addressed implications of changes in the health care system and in healthcare needs for schools training health care professionals (Shugars et al., 1991).  In 1993, the Institute of Medicine had under way various studies in this area, including ones on dental education, on career paths in clinical research, and on increasing minority participation in the health professions.
